
 

Circles & Stars 
 The goal of this game is to make equal groups and create a visual of  

multiplication facts (1 - 6). 
Two players  
Materials 

• Cards # 1 - 6, four of each (Uno number cards or traditional card 
deck)  

• Pencil 
• Paper - fold or divide into 4 sections for each player. 

 

 
 
How to Play 
The cards are shuffled and placed face down in a stack. Player 1 takes 
the card and draws that number of circles in the first of the section of 
the paper used as a recording sheet.  Player 2 takes a card and 
proceeds in the same manner.  
 
Player 1 takes a second card and draws that number of stars in EACH 
circle.  Player 2 takes a second card and proceeds in the same manner.  
Each player records a multiplication sentence that reflects - 

• How many circles were drawn 
• How many stars were put in each circle; and 
• How many stars are in all the circles. 

Players read the equations to each other to check accuracy. 
The player with the most stars WINS! 
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Example 
Player 1 rolls a 3 therefore draws 3 circles in one section of her paper. 

 
 
 
Player 2 rolls a 6, therefore draws 6 circles in one section of his paper. 
Player 1 rolls a 2 and draws 2 stars in EACH of her 3 circles.  

 
 
 
Player 2 rolls a 4 and draws 4 stars in each of his 6 circles.  
Player 1 records a multiplication equation that matches picture. 
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Super Duper opportunity to talk about thinking! 

• Why did you wind up with more/less than the other player? 
• Can you explain to me why ___ x ___ = ____?  
• Can you show the answer in a different way? 
• What factor would give you more/less than the other player? 

 
Variation:  

• Roll a die to generate number of circles and stars. 
As children get more familiar with the game, it can be modified by 
adding 7s, then 8s, and so forth to the card deck. 
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