
Four in a Row Subtraction
This game generates a lot of mental subtraction practice. Its goal is to have four 

counters in vertical, horizontal, or diagonal row. 

Two Players 
Materials 

• Two paper clips
• Different counters for each player
• Pencil/Paper to make game board “Four in a Row Subtraction”

1 2 4 3 6 

3 5 0 7 8 

1 0 5 6 9 

2 8 6 4 7 

4 5 3 1 8 
0      1  2      3  4  5       6  7  8  9 

How to play 
Player 1 places two paper clips under any two of the numbers 
in the line below the game grid. The two paper clips can be 
placed under the same number. 
Player 1 subtracts the smaller number from the greater number 
and places one of her counters on one of the corresponding 
differences of the game grid. 

Example 
Player 1 places one paper clip under the 4 and the other under 
the 2. She subtracts 4  - 2, and places a counter on one of the 
2s in the grid.  

From this point on, only one paper clip can be moved

Player 2 moves one paper clip under a new number. He
subtracts the smaller number from the greater number, and 
places a counter on that difference.
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Example 
Continuing the example above, Player 2 leaves one paper clip 
on the 2 and moves the other paper clip to the 9. He subtracts 
9 - 2, and puts one of his counters on one of the 7s in the grid. 

 
If the difference already has a counter on it, another counter 
may not put it on top. 
Players alternate turns in this manner until one player has four 
counters in a vertical, horizontal, or diagonal row. 

 
Super duper things to talk about 

• After looking at the counters already on the board, what 
differences would be helpful because they would get 
another counter beside one you already have on the 
board? 

• What numbers might you use to get that difference? Are 
there any other numbers that you might use? 

• What differences would help you block the other player 
from getting four in a row? 
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