
 

GLEE 
(Greater Than, Less Than, and Equal to Exercise) 

The goal of the game is to have the second number be greater than the first number 
 
 
Two Players 
Materials 

• Cards # 1- 10, two of each number (can use standard deck 
cards, Uno cards or homemade with index cards/piece of 
paper  

 
 
How to Play 
The cards are shuffled and placed face down in a grid of four rows 
with the five cards in each row. 
 
Player 1 turns over one card and tells Player 2 what that number is. 
Then Player 1 turns over a second card and tells Player 2 what the 
second number is. If this second card is greater than the first card, 
Player 1 says, “___ is greater than ___.” and keeps both cards. If the 
second card is less than the first card, Player 1 says, “ ____ is less 
than ____.” and turns both cards face down, keeping the cards in 
place.  
 
 
Example 
Player 1 turns over a 5, and says to Player 2, “It is a five.” He then 
turns over his second card, an 8 and tells Player 2, “It is an eight.” 
Because eight is greater than five, Player 1 verbalizes “Eight is 
greater than five” and keeps the cards. 
 
If a player turns over two cards that are the same, the player says, 
“__ and __ are equal.” Because both numbers are equal, they are 
not equal than each other, so they are turned back over. 
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Player 2 proceeds in the same manner.  
Players alternate turns until all the cards from the grid are used. 
They then count their cards. The player with the most cards is the 
winner and must say to the other, for example, “I have twelve cards, 
and you have ten cards. Twelve is greater than ten.” 
 
Super Duper Opportunity to Talk About Thinking! 

• How do you know I know which one is greater? Show with 
counters from the kitchen (dried beans, pasta pieces, cereal 
pieces) 

• What would be one less? How do you know? 
(It is absolutely developmentally appropriate and actually helps 
the child have a deeper sense of number if real materials are 
used to help explain thinking.) 
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